Children and Youth in South Africa
	Children in South Africa face many challenges, from malnutrition and unequal access to early learning to widely varying schooling experiences that still strongly align with income. With nearly universal primary school enrollment, schools absorb children who already have substantial gaps in their development and school readiness. While improving over time, they still face significant quality challenges and low learning outcomes.  
17.3 million children aged 0-14 in South Africa
	Early Childhood
	Infant and under-5 Mortality from 2002 - 2025
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	⅔ 
of Children live in homes that cannot provide for their basic needs of food, shelter and clothing 
	58% of children enrolled in early learning programmes are not on track with school readiness
	Nearly 1 in 5 children live with neither biological parent




	School-aged Children
	Near universal primary school enrollment
	81% of Grade 4 children cannot read for meaning 

63% of Grade 5 children lack basic numeracy skills
	Over ¾ of school children benefit from school feeding schemes
	31% of Grade 11 Learners Drop Out before matric




Pro-girl gap in early learning and basic education, but shifts in NEET where more young women are NEET than males. 
	South Africa’s education crisis is well-documented, with PIRLS 2021 and TIMSS 2023 showing that South African children underperform in basic literacy and numeracy compared to their peers in similarly resourced contexts. These studies show that 81% of Grade 4 children are unable to read for meaning, and 63% of Grade 5 children lack basic numeracy skills.  Rates of grade repetition are high, and Grade 11 still serves as a gate-keeper to matric, with 31% of Grade 11 learners dropping out without completing matric. Despite the high drop-out rate, 64% of youth aged 15-24 have completed matric, which remains a significant indicator of employment and better wages. 


	Half of the 10.2 million individuals aged 15-24 years in South Africa find themselves not in education, employment, or training (NEET). Despite improved educational attainment over the past decade, they enter into an economy that is not growing fast enough to absorb them and a post-secondary education and training sector that has also not kept pace with the growing number of school leavers. The NEET rate is more pronounced for African youth, females, those in urban areas, and young parents. 
	Youth 
	50% of youth Not in Education, Employment or Training (NEET) 
	64% of youth aged 15-24 have completed matric
	Labour market continues to value matric and further education



10.2 million youth aged 15-24 in South Africa

	After-school programmes are in a unique position to address many challenges faced by children and youth in South Africa with supportive programmes that help close foundational learning gaps, foster social and emotional wellbeing, and broaden pathways to future study and work. The Learning Trust (TLT) works to strengthen South Africa’s after-school sector — the network of community-based organisations that provide safe, structured learning and enrichment opportunities for children and youth outside of regular school hours.
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